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Why Picking up the 
Pieces?

• We could not ignore COVID-19 and the 
impact on the child care system

• Combined State Fact Sheets, Price of 
Child Care Report and data as recently 
as July from partners, CCR&Rs, and 
Child Care Data Center

• Case studies from states

• Trends over the past 5 months

• Price/Affordability

• Access

• Enrollment

• Quality

• Economists’ perspectives



New Interactive 
Website

Features:

• Summary of report online

• Videos of families and child care 
providers

• Quotes from economists

• Infographics and tables

• Photos

• A downloadable, expanded report

• And a map where users can explore 
their state’s data

https://www.childcareaware.org/picking-up-the-pieces/


Poll: What have been 
most concerned with 
since COVID-19 hit?



The Affordability Story





How programs are faring, state relief and supports, how food and nutrition services have 
been affected



The Access Story



The Access Story

2019: Pre-Pandemic

• Between 2018 and 2019…

• 79% of states reported a loss in the 
number of family child care 
providers

• 53% of states reported a loss in the 
number of center-based providers

2020: Mid-Pandemic

• 35% of centers and 21% of family 
child care homes remain closed as 
of July 2020



The Quality Story



The Quality Story

2019:

• Annual survey results, nationally

• Average rate of QRIS participation: 
63% for centers and 52% for FCCs

• On average, 9% of center-based 
programs and 2% of FCCs 
are nationally accredited

2020: Mid-Pandemic

• Closures among child care providers 
by quality rating (Early 
Learning Ventures, Colorado)



The Quality Story

Level 5:
Average attendanced
ecreased by 40%

Level 1:
Average attendancedecr
eased by 29%



Key Takeaways

• Providers can’t survive for long with these 
overwhelming losses

• Although pandemic ratio rules are 
temporary, they are likely cause long-term 
damage

• Without significant public investment in our 
child care system, providers will likely have 
to pass along extra costs related to COVID-
19 to parents who are already struggling to 
stay afloat during this economic downturn.

• Quality may suffer as child care providers 
focus on ways to stay in business.

Pre-Pandemic (between 2018 and 2019)

•79% of states reported a loss in the number of family child care providers

•53% of states reported a loss in the number of center-based providers

As of July 2020

•35% of child care centers remained closed nationwide

•21% of family child care programs remained closed nationwide.

Child care attendance and enrollment remain significantly lower than they were at the start 
of 2020.

•17 of 32 states that submitted data for July 2020 lost more than 25% of their child care capacity.

The cost to provide quality child care is also likely to increase due to lower provider-child 
ratios and increased costs for personal protective equipment (PPE) and cleaning supplies.

Attendance is lower in higher quality centers



Child Care Data 
Center (CCDC)
Features:

• 6 Pilot States (IL, MN, MO, OR, WA, WI) 
worked with CCAoA.

• Data from pilot states feeds interactive 
visualizations.

• 3 stories: access, affordability, and health 
(exposure to lead).

• In some states, data from 2020 is available 
and included in a COVID-19 story.

Use CCDC to:

• Learn more about child care in the pilot states.

• Take action!

https://www.childcareaware.org/ccdc/?submissionGuid=044e5fe9-bc80-4e87-bfad-d38814964d6d


Health Related 
Costs

• PPE

• Cleaning supplies

• Extra staff

• Less children, Lower Ratios

• Procedures for sick children

• Testing

• Quarantine of staff



CCR&Rs provide 
critical supports for 
families during 
COVID-19
67% are supporting the emotional needs 
of families by answering their questions, validating 
their concerns and customizing responses based on 
the needs of each family

64% are helping parents who are essential 
workers find child care

38% are providing parents with consumer education 
and resources to help them understand the 
complicated policies related to reopening

37% are helping parents secure financial assistance 
for child care



Healthy Child Care

• Kansas intentional messaging 
between child care and CACFP 
services

• Child Care Health Consultant 
Network

• Quality Initiatives



Policy Recommendations

Accessibility for all
• Prioritize policies that make the early childhood education profession more attractive to new entrants

• Provide facility grants to encourage more new centers and programs to open.

• Continue emergency grants

• Adjust reimbursement payment policies

• Encourage child care/school system collaboration

Affordability for all
• Expand access to subsidies and tax credits

• Implement or extend COVID-19 payment policies

Quality for all
• Ensure funding is tied to health and safety standards

• Support funding for health consultants

• Develop and update health and safety guidance regularly

• Incentivize quality

• Invest in Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies

Invest in child care: $50 billion in emergency relief is needed to stabilize the system; 
dependable, robust, sustainable funding needed in the long term.


