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Today’s Agenda

• CCAoA Strategy for Mapping

• How can you use data to tell a story?

• How does your story map fit into your larger project?
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Example Story Map: Iowa
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Healthy Kids, Healthy 
Future TAP Project: 
Iowa

Identified Opportunities:

 Information about Iowa CACFP participation, food access, and 

family poverty to help understand disparities and opportunities 

 Data to guide prioritize equity and targeted outreach to 

encourage more eligible programs to participate in CACFP

Map can be utilized by multiple ECE partners just not CACFP to 

drive decision making.



Questions to Consider When Identifying a 
Problem

• If you had a magic wand, what would 
be your vision for CACFP participation 
in your state/community?

• How can this map and your data help you get 
there?

• Who might be influenced by this map? 



CCAoA Collaborative Mapping Process

Identify the 
problem

State-level 
partnerships

Create story 
maps

Develop 
strategies 
for change

Spread the 
word



Iowa: Key Partners at the Table

Iowa 
Department of 

Education-
CACFP

Iowa 
Department 

of Public 
Health

Iowa 
Department 

of Human 
Services



Questions to Consider When Building Your Mapping 
Team

• Who do you need to be part of your 
review team?

• Who are the key players to bring to the 
table that could provide diverse 
perspectives?

• Who are the key champions who have the 
ability or power to make changes? 
Can/should they be part of the review 
team?

• Who are the key voices who can carry your 
message forward?
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Project Overview

Child Care Aware of America 
consulted with Nemours to 
provide GIS story maps.

Map layers include:

State’s food deserts, concentrated areas 

of poverty, CACFP providers, and non-
CACFP participating child care providers

Process: Created initial map for 
review; developed content for 
story map with the state’s edits & 
approval. 

Final Product: 
https://arcg.is/1reHvO

https://arcg.is/1reHvO


CACFP Participation in Iowa
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CDC Spectrum of Opportunities



Iowa: Strategies that Work

ECE State level Collaboration Training to ECE TA Consultants Increase participation through 
CACFP Ambassador Program



Questions to Consider When Writing 
Recommendations

• What are concrete solutions you 
want to propose to decision-
makers?

• Think about how policy recommendations and 
strategies guide your project. Can they be your 
road map?

• How does this set up the change that you are 
hoping for (get you closer to your magic wand)?

• Consider the spectrum of opportunities. How 
can you use existing levers for change to 
expand CACFP participation?
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Questions to Consider When Thinking About 
Dissemination

• How will you get this map into the right 
hands?

• Think back to your list of key stakeholders from 
your mapping team. How do you get this map in 
front of them in a way that best meets their 
needs?

• How do you build awareness that this resource 
exists, especially to providers and families?

o How do you help them understand how 
they can use this resource?



Questions:
Jasmin Springfield
GIS Research Analyst
Child Care Aware of America
Jasmin.Springfield@usa.childcare
aware.org

Dionne Dobbins, PhD 
Senior Director of Research
Child Care Aware of America
Dionne.Dobbins@usa.childcarea
ware.org

Erin Olson, MPH
Community Health Consultant
Iowa Department of Public 
Health  
erin.olson@idph.iowa.gov
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